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1
DIGITAL RIGHTS MANAGEMENT FOR
PUBLISHING SCANNED DOCUMENTS ON
THE INTERNET

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention generally relates to electronic pub-
lishing and, more particularly, to management of rights to
materials which may be subject to copyright that may be
provided over the Internet or other electronic media.

2. Description of the Prior Art

The so-called “information age™ has been characterized by
the increased ease of access to information over networks
such as the internet and numerous businesses have developed
offering the service of providing access to various types of
materials through their search portals. Recently, such infor-
mation has included recorded music and material which has
been electronically published and, even more recently, it has
been proposed to provide books which have been optically
scanned to obtain an electronic file suitable for such trans-
mission. Of course, any of these materials may be subject to
copyright rights and numerous arrangements have been pro-
posed to collect royalties for the information so provided
which is subject to copyright rights, generally applying a
charge for each item provided.

However, copyright rights are generally of limited dura-
tion, after which the material passes into the public domain
and may be freely copied. Thus, while it may be assumed that
copyright rights apply to recently created works such as
recorded music and information which has been electroni-
cally published, information which was originally published
in hard copy form and is optically scanned to obtain an elec-
tronic file for transmission may be of any age and possibly in
the public domain. If the document is in the public domain it
is desirable to avoid charges which might be considered to be
improperly collected royalties while it in also necessary to
observe any copyright rights which may exist.

This problem of discriminating materials which may be in
the public domain and materials which may be under copy-
right can be quite complex and varies from country to country.
Much of the complexity derives from the fact that the duration
of copyrights has been extended from time to time and renew-
als of copyright registrations may be permitted or may have
been permitted at some time in the past. While it is currently
possible to optically scan materials such as printed books
with relatively high throughput, the time required to deter-
mine whether particular materials are in the public domain or
subject to copyright rights may present significant delays in
providing the materials by electronic means such as the Inter-
net.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It is therefore an object of the present invention to provide
a system for rapidly discriminating whether or not copyright
rights exist for particular printed materials from data acquired
by optical scanning.

It is a further object of the invention to provide a system for
management of copyright rights for printed materials which
are to be distributed electronically.

In order to accomplish these and other objects of the inven-
tion, a digital rights management method and apparatus for
providing a computer program are provided for performing
steps of optically scanning a document to generate an elec-
tronically transmissible file, extracting selected information
from a page of the document, computing critical dates for
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2

expiration of rights from the selected information, and selec-
tively granting access to the electronically transmissible file
based on results of the computing step.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The foregoing and other objects, aspects and advantages
will be better understood from the following detailed descrip-
tion of a preferred embodiment of the invention with refer-
ence to the drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is ahigh level flow diagram illustrating operation of
the overall digital rights management system in accordance
with the invention,

FIGS. 2, 3, 4 and 5 are detail flow diagrams for respective
portions of the flow diagram of FIG. 1,

FIG. 6 illustrates obtaining required information for opera-
tion of the invention by scanning of a published book, and

FIG. 7 illustrates an exemplary table for determining copy-
right duration in respective countries.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF A PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT OF THE INVENTION

Referring now to the drawings, and more particularly to
FIG. 1, there is shown a high level flow diagram of the digital
rights management (DRM) system in accordance with the
invention. It is preferred that the invention be implemented in
software run on a general purpose data processor which is
also used with other software for optical character recogni-
tion or compression in order to reduce required storage space
for the many published documents which are contemplated as
being placed in electronic form, particularly since captured
optical images of at least one page of each document is used
as an input to the digital rights management system of the
present invention. However, it is to be understood that the
invention can also be implemented with special purpose hard-
ware and need not be integrated with other devices for cap-
turing images of pages and/or providing a digital and elec-
tronically transmissible electronic file corresponding to the
document as will be apparent to those skilled in the art in view
of the following description of the invention. As will be
readily understood by those skilled in the art, the flow dia-
grams of FIGS. 1-5 can also be understood as a block diagram
of the apparatus elements (e.g. the scanning step 200 being
understood as an optical scanner and so forth) preferred for
practice of the invention whether those elements in accor-
dance with the invention are provided in discrete hardware or
a general purpose processor is configured as such by soft-
ware.

The operation of the invention begins (100) when scanning
of a book or other document is begun. (It should be recog-
nized that copyright protection covers many types of subject
matter other than books such as magazines, photographs,
manuscripts and the like. The term “document” is thus used
hereinafter specifically for the purpose of providing a collec-
tive reference to all materials in a fixed form for which copy-
right protection is provided in any given country and any
reference to any particular type of such documents should be
also understood as being a similarly collective reference to
other types of materials as may be indicated by the context of
such usage.) Generally, copyright information is printed on
the back of the title page of a book but can be elsewhere,
particularly for other types of documents. However, the inclu-
sion of copyright information in the document is required and
it is assumed for purposes of this description of the invention
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that copyright information will therefore be scanned, as indi-
cated at 200, at some point during the scanning of the docu-
ment.

Details of this scanning operation 200 are shown in FIG. 2.
It should be appreciated that scanning operation 200 is a
composite operation since particular data must be recognized
and extracted for practice of the invention. In general, some
processing of the raw data derived from the output of an
optical detector will be performed, if only to reduce the vol-
ume of data which must be stored or further processed. Such
processing to reduce data volume can take numerous forms
such as optical character recognition or image compression in
accordance with some accepted standard such as that of the
Joint Photographic Experts Group (JPEG). The type of pro-
cessing applied to portions of the document other than copy-
right information is unimportant to the practice of the inven-
tion. However, information relevant to copyrights must be
subjected to optical character recognition of some type (also
not critical to the successful practice of the invention) in order
to obtain data upon which the invention can operate. Fortu-
nately, the copyright notice must be of one of several recog-
nized forms (e.g. the symbol “©” or the word “copyright”
with a date and a name) which allows the location of the
information to be quickly and easily determined. Other infor-
mation upon which the invention operates will generally be in
close proximity thereto as will be discussed below in connec-
tion with FIG. 6.

The scanning process 200 starts (200") with the onset of
scanning of the document such as the first few pages of a
book, as indicated at 210. The copyright information is
located and selected as illustrated at 220 which also includes
the performance of optical character recognition of some type
such as template matching which may allow some accelera-
tion of the processing to recognize words which are often
encountered such as “copyright” (word or symbol) or the
name of a publisher which may be found in numerous books
which may be processed by the invention. As illustrated in
FIG. 6, the copyright notice can be located easily because of
its form while the title of the document will generally imme-
diately precede the copyright word or symbol and the year of
publication must follow the “copyright” word or symbol fol-
lowed by the name of the author. Similarly, the international
standard book number (ISBN) is similarly of a recognizable
format and can be located on that basis with similar ease.
Other information relevant to the copyright rights which are
asserted can generally be readily found as well by parsing the
language for terms such as “except” or “purposes” and words
syntactically associated therewith which are largely standard-
ized in such notices. This information thus captured is then
stored as illustrated at 230 and the process exits 240. It should
be appreciated that, in the case of a book or magazine or the
like, the composite scanning process can be completed while
scanning of only the first few pages of the document and, if
the document is determined to be in the public domain in
accordance with the invention, most of the remainder of the
processing of the invention as illustrated in FIG. 1 and
detailed in FIGS. 3-5 can be completed before scanning of the
remainder of the pages is completed; allowing a distributable
file to be provided within the time required for the scanning
operation itself.

Returning to FIG. 1, selection of the appropriate copyright
duration rules are selected and retrieved from memory 10, as
illustrated at 300. This process is also a composite process as
detailed in FIG. 3 and memory 10 is preferably organized in
the form of a table illustrated in FIG. 7. Process 300 starts
(300" upon the loading of the copyright information from the
document into the system. Then, as illustrated at 310, the
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copyright expiration information is loaded from memory 10
which may be a publicly accessible database or local or
remote storage. This data is preferably in the form of a table
such as is shown in FIG. 7 in which a line is provided for each
country and which may be subdivided for different types of
documents to which different expiration rules apply in that
particular country as is illustrated for books and articles in
Taiwan. The columns of the table are preferably arranged for
particular rules for determination of particular critical dates
(sometimes referred to hereinafter, for brevity, as critical date
rules) when the document may have passed or will pass into
the public domain (e.g. a date when a renewal was due but
may or may not have been made, a number of years from
publication for an anonymous work, a number of years from
the date of death of a named author and the like) based on
information such as biographical data concerning the author
(e.g. whether or not the author is living, the date of death of a
deceased author or whether or not a renewal was made when
due) which may often be automatically or manually
researched in publicly accessible databases over a network
such as the Internet as illustrated at 314.

Arranging data in a table, possibly as algorithms for com-
putation of particular critical dates from the copyright infor-
mation scanned from the document and supplemented by
research as alluded to above, allows relatively simple com-
putations to be made to determine specific critical dates
which may each be tested against the current date to deter-
mine if expiration of the copyright has occurred under any of
the rules for each country of interest. While it is contemplated
that most, if not all, countries of the world will be of interest
(depending on the geographical coverage of the service pro-
viding the documents, it should be noted that many of the
computations for a given country may be conditionally
excluded logically which a tabular form of critical date algo-
rithms facilitates. For example, a computation based on the
date of death of an author would be excluded if the author was
living or the work was anonymous. In practice, only a very
few computations are required for any given country and can
be carried out very rapidly since they generally involve only
a single addition or subtraction and a comparison. The results
of'this analysis 318 may then be logically combined to deter-
mine if there are current, active copyright rights and in which
countries or regions (e.g. the European Union) they may exist.
As illustrated at 320, if there are active rights, the countries or
regions, hereinafter collectively referred to as “areas”, in
which the active rights exist are selected and the process
resumes at 120 of FIG. 1. If no active rights exist, the process
resumes at 400 of FIG. 1 in which rights to open the file
produced by scanning the document are granted.

If active rights exist, it is then determined if a license is
required for the particular use contemplated or which is per-
mitted through the information provider using the invention.
If not, the process branches to step 400 which will be
described below. If a license is required, the availability of a
generic or specific license as may be determined from the
scanned data is determined as illustrated at 120. That is, the
copyright notice may provide information indicating that the
copyright duration has elapsed in most but not all areas, such
as fifty years after the death of the author which can be
determined from information in the copyright notice as
supplemented by research as alluded to above. Other infor-
mation contained in the copyright notice may, for example,
waive royalties, indicate particular permitted uses, be a so-
called “fair use” under the applicable statutes, or be owned by
an organization such as a university affiliated with a royalty
collecting agency which makes licenses generally available if
aspecified royalty is paid. If so, the operation branches to 400.
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Ifnot, the DRM of'the invention either notifies the user that
a license is required and provides information with which to
request such a license or, as a perfecting feature of the inven-
tion, a license request can be automatically generated, as
illustrated at 500, as will be discussed below in connection
with FIG. 5. Whether or not the license is granted the opera-
tion of the DRM continues with step 400. Thus it is seen that
the operation of the DRM can branch along several distinct
paths depending on the nature of the active rights and the
availability of a license as may be found and that all three of
these branches converge again at step 400.

Step 400 is also a composite step which is detailed in FIG.
4 and is started (400') upon completion of the appropriate
branch of the process as described above. First, the areas in
which the copyrighted materials are not allowed to be used, as
determined at steps 320, 322 are set as indicated at 410 and the
DRM is then set within the document, itself, to control access
within the restricted areas. Then, as further protection for
preventing access to copyrighted materials, the material or an
identifier thereof is deleted from indices accessible from the
restricted areas and deleted from sites local thereto, as illus-
trated at 430. Access to the documents is otherwise granted to
users and the process ends (440).

Following the process of granting user access rights to the
electronic file developed by scanning the document, it is
considered desirable to archive the results of the processing
performed as described above in order to document the fact
that the process was, in fact, carried out for the document and
store the details of the information on which the determina-
tion that user rights could be granted was made, as illustrated
at 130. If it is determined that user rights could not be granted
and the file deleted, it is also desirable that a record be made
and stored to avoid duplication of processing for the same
document at a later date or for other purposes such as gener-
ating a message to a user that the document is unavailable
through the system due to copyright rights. The process then
ends at 140.

As alluded to above, it is considered to be desirable that a
request for a license be automatically generated since it is
anticipated that the generation of electronic files of docu-
ments and corresponding determination of the ability to make
the files available electronically while observing copyright
rights will be performed at relatively high volume. A suitable
process for doing so is detailed in FIG. 5 as will now be
discussed. It should be appreciated that this process may be
considered as a perfecting feature of the invention or may be
used in a substantially stand-alone manner as an intermediary
to grant “instant licenses” to materials under copyright.

The process of automatically generating a license request
begins (500") upon exhaustion of other possibilities for
obtaining a license, as described above. The copyright owner
is then determined, as illustrated at 510, generally from the
copyright notice itself or using the ISBN number read in
operation 200, described above, to research the copyright
owner through an ordering database such as is used in book-
stores or through a national copyright office. The request can
then be prepared, as illustrated at 520, using conventional
word processing techniques by appending copyright owner
information to a form letter. The form letter should preferably
include questions about the areas and the potential derivative
works to be used. The request is then sent (530) to the copy-
right owner, preferably through e-mail but facsimile or physi-
cal mail may be preferable in some instances. Once received,
the copyright owner may select a different person or organi-
zation such as an assignee of the copyright to handle the
request, as illustrated at 540. This may be done directly
through a web service or other online service or indirectly by
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providing the information in a reply to the requestor. In either
case, the processing is essentially a loop back to step 510 to
generate another request for a license. Once a reply to the
request for a license is received from a person or organization
having authority to grant or withhold a license, the copyright
settings for the document are set and the process exits, pref-
erably to step 400, described above, for completion of the
processing in accordance with the invention.

Inview of the foregoing, it is clearly seen that the invention
can automatically and autonomously manage copyright
rights in connection with developing electronically transmis-
sible files derived from optical scanning of documents and to
document the determination that particular documents can be
distributed electronically or to procure a license to do so.

While the invention has been described in terms of a single
preferred embodiment, those skilled in the art will recognize
that the invention can be practiced with modification within
the spirit and scope of the appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A digital rights management method including steps of

optically scanning a document of any age, said document

containing copyright information in a specified form,
and for which copyright rights may or may not exist to
generate an electronically transmissible file,

extracting selected information including said copyright

information from said electronically transmissible file
of apage of said document based on proximity to a word,
name or symbol required by said specified form and
applying a type of character recognition to said selected
information to form scanned data,

retrieving information to determine copyright duration

from computer accessible storage,

using a computer, computing critical dates for expiration of

copyright rights from said scanned data extracted by said
extracting step and information to determine copyright
duration retrieved in said retrieving step,

testing said critical dates against a current date to determine

if copyright rights in regard to said document can exist or
are expired depending upon said scanned data extracted
in said extracting step,
selectively allowing or denying Internet access to said elec-
tronically transmissible file depending upon results of
said testing step indicating that copyright rights in said
document can exist or are expired, respectively, and

deleting an identifier of said electronically transmissible
file to which said Internet access was selectively denied
from indices accessible from restricted areas and from
sites local thereto.

2. The method as recited in claim 1 wherein said step of
computing critical dates includes a step of

retrieving critical date rules from storage.

3. The method as recited in claim 2 wherein said critical
date rules are stored in a table.

4. The method as recited in claim 3 wherein said table
includes critical date rules arranged by area.

5. The method as recited in claim 2 wherein said critical
date rules are in the form of algorithms for computing critical
dates.

6. The method as recited in claim 1 including the further
step of providing information for preparing a license request.

7. The method as recited in claim 1 including the further
step of automatically preparing a license request.

8. The method as recited in claim 7 including the further
step of communicating the license request to an owner of a
copyright of a document.
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9. The method as recited in claim 1, further comprising

deleting said electronically transmissible file from a

memory if said Internet access is not selectively granted.

10. Apparatus comprising a computer-readable medium or
communication link to a computer readable medium provid-
ing an executable computer program, said program, when run
on a computer, causing said computer to perform steps of

optically scanning a document of any age, said document

containing copyright information in a specified form and
for which copyright rights may or may not exist to gen-
erate an electronically transmissible file,

extracting selected information including copyright infor-

mation from said electronically transmissible file of a
page of said document based on proximity to a word,
name or symbol required by said specified form and
applying a type of character recognition to said selected
information to form scanned data,

retrieving information to determine copyright duration

from a computer accessible storage,

computing critical dates for expiration of copyright rights

from said scanned data extracted by said extracting step
to determine copyright duration and information
retrieved in said retrieving step,

testing said critical dates against a current date to determine

if copyright rights in regard to said document can exist or
are expired depending upon said scanned data extracted
in said extracting step,
selectively allowing or denying Internet access to said elec-
tronically transmissible file depending upon results of
said testing step indicating that copyright rights in said
document can exist or are expired, respectively, and

deleting an identifier of said electronically transmissible
file to which said Internet access was selectively denied
from indices accessible from restricted areas and from
sites local thereto.

11. The apparatus as recited in claim 10 wherein said step
of computing critical dates includes a step of

retrieving critical date rules from storage.

12. The apparatus as recited in claim 11 wherein said
critical date rules are stored in a table.

13. The apparatus as recited in claim 12 wherein said table
includes critical date rules arranged by area.

14. The apparatus as recited in claim 11 wherein said
critical date rules are in the form of algorithms for computing
critical dates.

15. The apparatus as recited in claim 10 including the
further step of providing information for preparing a license
request.

16. The apparatus as recited in claim 10 including the
further step of automatically preparing a license request.

17. The apparatus as recited in claim 16 including the
further step of communicating the license request to an owner
of a copyright of a document.
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18. The apparatus as recited in claim 10, wherein said
computer is further configured for
deleting said electronically transmissible file from a
memory if said Internet access is not selectively granted.
19. A method of managing copyright rights for electronic
publishing of optically scanned documents of any age and for
which copyright rights may or may not exist, said method
comprising steps of
configuring a digital computer to control optical scanning
of a document containing copyright information in a
specified form to generate an electronically transmis-
sible file,
configuring said digital computer to recognize and extract
selected information including said copyright informa-
tion from said electronically transmissible file of a page
of said document based on proximity to a word, name or
symbol required by said specified form to form scanned
data,
configuring said digital computer to retrieve information to
determine copyright duration from a computer acces-
sible storage,
configuring said digital computer to compute critical dates
for expiration of copyright rights from said scanned data
and information retrieved from said computer accessible
storage,
configuring said digital computer to test said critical dates
against a current date to determine if copyright rights in
regard to said document can exist or are expired depend-
ing upon said scanned data extracted in said extracting
step,
configuring said digital computer to selectively allow or
deny Internet access to said electronically transmissible
file responsive to said results of said testing step indicat-
ing that copyright rights in said document can exist or
are expired, respectively, and
configuring said digital computer to delete an identifier of
said electronically transmissible file to which said Inter-
net access was selectively denied from indices acces-
sible from restricted areas and from sites local thereto.
20. The method as recited in claim 19 further comprising a
step of
configuring said digital computer to automatically prepare
arequest for a license responsive to results of said testing
step indicating that copyright rights in said document
can exist.
21. The method as recited in claim 20 further including a
step of
configuring said digital computer to delete said electroni-
cally transmissible file if a requested license is not
granted.



